
Competitors to watch at the 2018
Winter Olympics

Nathan Chen skates in the Smucker's Skating Spectacular during the 2018 Prudential U.S. Figure Skating Championships at the

SAP Center on January 7, 2018 in San Jose, California. Photo by: Matthew Stockman/Getty Images 

The Olympics are a worldwide sporting event. Athletes compete from countries all over the

world. 

The 2018 Winter Olympics will be in PyeongChang, South Korea. South Korea is an East Asian

country. Around 3,000 athletes will compete in the games. Here is a list of great athletes who will

compete.

Viktor Ahn (Russia), Short Track Speedskater

Ahn was born in South Korea. He won many medals for the South Korean team. Then, he

switched to the Russian team. At 32, this may be his final Olympic appearance. 
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Nathan Chen (United States), Figure Skater

Chen is 18 years old. His parents are from China. Chen can do a quadruple jump. It is a

very hard move to complete. It is four spins in a single jump. To better compete, he has worked

on his presentation and skating skills. 

Martin Fourcade (France), Biathlon

Biathlon is a mix of cross-country skiing and rifle shooting. Cross-country skiing happens on the

flat ground. Fourcade is a French army officer. He has been in incredible form this season. 

Yuzuru Hanyu (Japan), Figure Skater

Yuzuru Hanyu was the first Japanese man to win gold in figure skating. Hanyu is an artist on the

ice. But, the 23-year-old has been hurt. He might miss gold as he tries to match the jumping of

American Nathan Chen.

Marcel Hirscher (Austria), Alpine Skiing

The 28-year-old Austrian is a record holder for downhill skiing. He skied very well in 2017, but he

has never skied well at the Olympics. He is in excellent shape now. His luck might turn around

this year.

Kjetil Jansrud (Norway), Alpine Skiing

The Norwegian skiing team is strong. Jansrud can ski a lot of different events. He also has

experience in South Korea. He won a downhill race on the Olympic course in February last year.

Chloe Kim (United States), Snowboarder

Chloe Kim is 17 years old. Her parents are from South Korea. She may be the breakout star of

the Winter Olympics. 

Evgenia Medvedeva (Russia), Figure Skater

Medvedeva is a two-time world champion. She is now hurt, though. Medvedeva will not be part of

a Russian team at the Olympic Games. Instead, she will compete as an individual. That's

because Russia isn't allowed at the Olympics this year. They are being punished for cheating.
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Mikaela Shiffrin (United States), Alpine Skiing

Shiffrin is 22 years old and is from Colorado. She began speed racing this year. There are four

Olympic events in which she could win a medal.

Lindsey Vonn (United States), Alpine Skiing

The 33-year-old is one of the most famous sportswomen in the world. The American has 78

World Cup wins to her name. That is close to Ingemar Stenmark's record of 86. She is aiming for

one last Olympic performance in South Korea.
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