
Rise and shine: Brightest supermoon
to light up night sky December 3

A supermoon is pictured over Arches National Park in Utah. Photo by: Arches National Park/NPS Flickr 

On the night of December 3, people around the world will get a chance to see a full supermoon.

A supermoon is a full moon. But, it looks bigger and brighter than usual. It is because it is closer

to Earth. 

The moon goes around or orbits the Earth. It takes almost a month to go all the way around the

Earth.

The Moon's Orbit Changes With Time

The moon’s orbit around Earth is not a circle. It is shaped like an oval. That means the moon

changes its distance to Earth over time. It reaches the closest point and the farthest point every

month. 
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This will be the fourth supermoon of the year. It is the only one we have been able to see, though.

That is because the other three supermoons came with new moons. The moon shows a dark face

when it is a new moon. 

The December full moon happens at 10:47 a.m. Eastern Standard Time on the 3rd. Less than a

day later, the moon will make its closest path to Earth for the month. That means the moon on the

night of December 3 will look larger and brighter than usual.

You might have trouble seeing the difference, though. The moon is so far away that these

changes can be hard to see.

Best Viewing Time Is Right After Sunset

The best time to watch will be as the full moon rises just after sunset. It will make the supermoon

appear bigger and brighter. After it is high in the sky, it will not look as bright.

There is no need for any special tools to enjoy the sky show. Cameras with special lenses can

give better views of the moon, though. Telescopes help, too. 

Online Site To Show Supermoon

If your night skies end up cloudy, you can still see the supermoon online. A free webcast will show

it. It will stream on December 3 at 4 p.m. Universal Time. It comes from from the Virtual

Telescope Project. Scientists will show the moon as it rises above Rome, Italy.

Do not worry if you miss this month’s supermoon. You will get two more chances early in 2018. In

January there will be two full moons. One will be the 2nd and the other on the 31st. They will both

be supermoons.
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